LETTER IX.

July 3ist,  1786.
*         *          *          *          *         *          *

T SUPPOSE in reality that, in this commencement of cor-
I respondence, my letters are waited for, in order to
write to me; however, if my letter of the 2jd of
July (Number V.) has been well deciphered and consid-
ered, it cannot be disowned that I stand in need of in-
structions. Politics are at a crisis. I repeat, politics
are at a crisis. It is impossible they should continue as
they are, whether it be from endeavors to accelerate or
efforts to retard. Everything denotes the Oriental sys-
tem to increase in vigor. I have no doubt but that,
soon or late, it will be destructive of that of the West;
and the danger is immediate, is instantaneous. If Tur-
key in Europe, speaking in political and commercial lan-
guage, be one of our colonies, if we are not resolved to
leave it to its fate, is it not time to pay it some atten-
tion? and because that it is so, is the general system of
Europe out of the question ? Were the King" of Prussia
ten years younger, he would well know how to restore
the equilibrium, for he would take as much from Po-
land as others might take elsewhere; but he dies and has
no successor. For my own part, it is easy to conceive,
I shall consume my time in barren efforts; and, after
taking much more trouble, shall be much less useful
than if I knew what track to follow, and where to gain
information.

^ The King is in daily danger of death, though he may
live some months, I persist in my autumnal prognostics.
Prince Henry having sent for me to Rheinsberg by a
very formal and friendly letter, it would appear affecta-
tion in me not to go; and I shall set off on Wednesday,
after:the departure of the courier. I shall not remain
longer than a week, where I shall have
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